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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments of the present invention relate to methods and
apparatus for operating a host device (e.g. a ‘plug-and-play’
host device) coupled to a peripheral device (e.g. a mobile
phone). In some embodiments, the host device may analyzed
peripheral device-descriptive data (e.g. including but not
limited to USB endpoint data) and determine information
about the peripheral device in accordance with the results of
the analysis. Operations that may be carried out by the host
device in accordance with results of the analysis include but
are not limited to protocol selection, retrieval of cell phone
data, and determining software or hardware resource(s) of
the peripheral device. In some embodiments, it is possible to
actively suppress natural OS behavior whereby a device
driver(s) specified by the peripheral device (e.g. in a hard-
ware identifier) is loaded by the host device. For example, it
is possible to load a surrogate driver instead. In one example,
the hardware identifier is intercepted and not forwarded to a
plug-and-play manager executing on the host device.
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(57) ABSTRACT

Some embodiments relate to a host-side surrogate tool
configured to service mobile phones from a host device that
is coupled to one or more peripheral cell phones. The
presently-disclosed host-side surrogate tool executes on the
host device concurrently with one or more software com-
ponents of a vendor-compliant phone maintenance tool. In
some embodiments, the concurrently-executing host-side
surrogate tool may cause the vendor-compliant phone main-
tenance tool to provide functionality for which it was not
intended. In some embodiments, it may be said that the
host-side surrogate tool provides a ‘semi-virtual’ environ-
ment under which host-side vendor-compliant phone main-
tenance tool operates. Related methods, devices and systems
are disclosed herein.
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